Your latest news from
the Cancer Research
Society
— Summer • 2021

• André Robitaille: New Spokesperson
• Read For The Cure 2021
• Nomination of Kristell Baune
• Avocado may point to leukemia treatment
• Completion of the evalutaion committees
• Dr. Don Morris joins the SAC
• $84,000 for the Future of Research

RESEARCH
is the KEY
With vaccinations moving forward smoothly
and summer on the horizon, we can slowly
project ourselves into deconfinement. It will
be an opportunity for each of us to resume
our activities, to see our loved ones- in short
to get back to a sense of normalcy.
That being said, cancer remains ever-present
and will affect one out of two Canadians
this year. Moreover, thousands of cancers have not been
diagnosed due to postponed services during the pandemic.
Research is therefore more important than ever for preventing, detecting and treating this disease.
I thank you for continuing to support us in our mission to
defeat cancer.
Thank you and have a great summer,

Manon Pepin
President and Chief Executive Officer

ANDRÉ ROBITAILLE
The Society’s New Quebec
Spokesperson

You’re Invited to

The 7th edition of the Urban BBQ presented by RBC Royal Bank,
an annual summer time event that brings the business community together in support of cancer research, was held virtually a
few days ago during this very special year.
We are particularly pleased to announce that the event netted
$455,136 and was highlighted by the unveiling of Quebec’s new
spokesperson, André Robitaille!
Having been involved with the Society for years now, it was only
natural for André to join us in this capacity. You can learn more
about him and the reasons that led him to becoming involved
with us by clicking here.
We would like to offer our most sincere thanks to Stéphane
Rousseau for everything he has done as our spokesperson over
the past 11 years. He will take part in a CRS Challenge on the
Magdalen Islands in September to celebrate and bookend his
involvement with us.

READ FOR THE
CURE 2021
On June 10 th, CBC’s Lucy Van Oldenbarneveld unveiled the
highly anticipated lineup of bestselling authors appearing at the
Read for the Cure events this fall where more than 600 participants registered to the official launch event.
Presented by Penguin Random House Canada, the 14th edition
of this inspiring, annual literary event series will connect, once
again, book lovers across the country with bestselling authors
in support of the Environment-Cancer Fund at the Cancer
Research Society.
To register and to get more information, visit
ReadfortheCure.ca

KRISTELL BAUNE

Named to Board of Directors
of the Cancer Research
Society
Mrs. Baune has extensive experience in the philanthropic and health care
sectors alike. As the Director of Partnerships at Pomelo Health, she is very
knowledgeable about the challenges and opportunities of the health care sector.
She will most assuredly be able to offer constructive contributions as part of our
board and the Cancer Research Society is proud to welcome her.

AVOCADO

discovery may point to
leukemia treatment
A recent study funded partly by the Cancer Research Society, the Leukemia
Research Foundation and the Ontario Institute for Cancer Research suggests
that a compound in avocados may ultimately offer a route to better leukemia
treatment.
The compound targets an enzyme that scientists have identified for the first
time as being critical to cancer cell growth.
Read all about it by clicking here.

Over

335 PROJECTS
Were Evaluated

DR. DON MORRIS
It’s done! The evaluation committees have just finished their
consultations. Over 85 researchers and clinicians assembled
virtually over the past weeks to discuss and analyze some 335
grant applications received by the Society to fund some of the
most promising research projects in Canada.
We want to offer our sincere thanks to all the researchers and
clinicians who generously gave of their time.
The grant recipients will be announced this fall!

joins the
Scientific Advisory
Committee (SAC)

Department Head of the Department of Oncology at the Cumming School of Medicine at the University of Calgary, Facility Medical Director of the Tom Baker Cancer Centre (TBCC), and the
Medical Lead of the New Cancer Centre, Dr. Morris has authored
over 100 peer reviewed manuscripts, has supervised over 50
graduate students, 10 Post-Doctoral Fellows, over 75 Medical
Oncology residents and of course many Internal Medicine and
Medical Students over the past 23 years.
The Society is very pleased that he has agreed to join the committee, his experience and expertise will be of great benefit.

CLOSE TO $84,000
FOR THE FUTURE OF RESEARCH
Thanks to our spring fundraising campaign under the theme “The Future of Research”, close to $84,000 has been raised which will allow us to
provide funding to a young researcher through a grant for the next generation of scientists.
If you made a donation to this campaign, we’d like to offer you our heartfelt thanks. If you haven’t made a donation yet, considering making one
today.
Every dollar helps us to defeat cancer!
Thank you!
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